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Received February 6, 1767. 

XVII. Some Attempts to afcertain the utmofi 
Extent of the Knowledge of the Ancients in 
the Eaft Indies: by Mr. John Caverhill. 

Read March 19, A LLthe moderns who have treated 
1767. 0 f ^e geography of the ancients, 

more particularly in their account of the Sinae, the 
moft oriental country they were acquainted with, 
have differed fo widely from the only guides they 
had to follow to the eaft of the Ganges, that I have 
undertaken to lay before the Royal fociety fome obfer- 
vations, which may contribute to determine, with 
greater precifion, the lituation and limits of this 
country. 

But as geographers have been unanimous in fup- 
poling the Aurea Cherfonefus to have been the fame 
as the prefent kingdom of Malacca; the only diffi¬ 
culty, which remains, is to difcover how far they 
failed beyond it, in the days of Ptolemy. And, that 
the proofs alledged in fupport of what may be a£- 
ferted in the courfe of this difquifition may be better 
underftood; I have thought it neceffary to annex a 
correct modern chart of this Peninfula, and have alfo 
added theoutlines of Ptolemy’s, (SeeTab. vm. ix. x.) 
for reafons which will foon appear. 

It may be proper firft to obferve, that Cattigara 
was the name of a port iituated fomewhere beyond 
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the Aurea Cherfonefus or Malacca} and that the 
antients had never failed farther than Cattigara: for 
contiguous to it was a terra incognita a . But at 
what diftance tjie Aurea Cherfonefus was from 
Cattigara, Ptolemy himfelf was ignorant} for he 
fays, “ that Marinus, who is quoted by him upon 
“ this occafion, had not marked the number of the 
“ ftadia : tu St ano Ttjg %gu<ryg Xs^rovyim tm tu Kut- 

“ Tiyoccy. $IU7T?\% TtV g-xSiXTftOV 0 Mu$/V0V$ OVK ixjReject b .” 

<e It was faid however that Alexander reported the 
“ land from thence lay upon the north fide of the 
“ line} and that thofe who failed along the fhore, 
“ arrived at the city of Zaba in twenty days} from 
** Zaba failing fouth, and efpecially to the left band, 
“ in fome days they reached Cattigara: (pytri & 
“ AXej'civfyov uvayef^t(f>6vut ryv ylw evrevdtv evavjiuv stveu 
“ fMo-tipSi/a, Kelt Tovg wXtovjug ewjyv tv ypeytts 
“ tMoiri KUTctXufA&ctvttv “sroXiv ZaZag. uiro <5e raw ZuZav 
“ tt(>og vctoO SiuirXeu<ravTug, kcu fiuXXov ttg tu eouvvfm 
“ r,fte^otg rivug , ex.$e%e$~cti tu Kurjifuty” In order 
therefore to endeavour to acquire fome knowledge of 
the diftance, Ptolemy begins by comparing it with 
the fame number of days failing on a part of the 
coaft of Africa, with which he was acquainted; and, 
after this uncertain calculation, concludes, that thefe 
two places might be diftant from each other 17 de¬ 
grees and 4. 

As his only view through this whole chapter is 
to finifh what be bad begun in the foregoing ones, 
the longitude of the then known world, his errors 
are the more excufable} efpecially as his calcula- 


* Ptol. Geograph, 1. i. c. 17. Paris, 1546. b Lib. i. c. 14. 
n tions 
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tions will be found very near the truth: his greateft 
miftake therefore is in adding thefe 17 degrees to 
the longitude of the earth; whereas Cattigara was 
to the latitude of Malacca, and almoft upon the fame 
Meridian. 

Although Ptolemy no where particularly mentions 
from what part of Malacca the failors who went 
this voyage took their departure, yet as his moil 
fouthern point of land in this Peninfula, is exadtly 
17 degrees of longitude from Cattigara, and as Ro- 
mana is the moil fouthern cape of Malacca at pre- 
fent, this clearly indicates it to have been near that 
cape, but to the weft of it. 

For elfewhere he acquaints us *, “ that he had 
“ learned many particulars concerning the inland 
“ parts of the provinces and countries of India, even 
“ to the Aurea Cherfonefus, and from thence to Cat- 
“ tigara, and the failors who went this voyage agreed 
f* that it was to the eaft j but that they immediately 
“ returned towards the weft; and that the time 
“ for performing this laft voyage was irregular, and 
“ not fixed: nrct(t uv mi to, ts SlXXa areg/ Tip Iv&kw 
“ pet/KurtQov, mi Kajet rots tTreigwxs, efia&ofiev' mi tuvtus 
“ evSolequ, this Xt^rovitcrx, >cui tv- 

“ TtvQtv tug tuv KcffliyotgaV' to pev on ar^ef avujoXag e<r/v, 
“ 0 ttXovs eiT7rXeovjuv, mi zvaXiv iPtcvjuv urgo; Svfficts <ruv- 
“ ifogovvluv. m Se et)ent}ov mi ctvufxetXov tov %gow tuv <iix- 
“ vvireuv vrgotro[*oXoyijv]uv. ,> 

To explain this paflage it may be obferved, that 
their failing firft to the eaft was from necefiity, be- 
caufe they had not as yet doubled cape Romana, the 


e Lib. i. c. 17. 
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moft fouthern point of land in Alia, from whence 
they were obliged, by their own rules of failing, to 
return towards the weft, after having doubled the 
cape. This does not appear fo wefterly by the chart 
as it did to them; becaufe a ftrong eafterly tide fets 
by the cape, which, by carrying them too far eaft, 
would make their next courfe toward the weft, and 
which would foon become intirely fo by the figure 
of the land d . 

Alexander reported, that the land lay north of 
the line j they had imagined cape Romana, as well 
as fome other parts of Malacca, lay fouth of it; they 
were therefore, no doubt, furprized to find the land 
retreat. 

He has told us that they arrived at Zaba in zo 
days, and from it failing fouth, but rather to the left 
hand, in fome days they reached Cattigara. Zaba 
therefore flood fomewhere upon the bottom of the 
bay of Siam ; becaufe no other fituation but the 
bottom of the bay of Siam obliged them to alter 
their courfe to the fouth; and including the inequa¬ 
lity of the coaft, it will be allowing a fufficient dif- 
tance for the nomber of days they were in failing it. 

From Zaba they began to fail fouth, and imme¬ 
diately follows, rather to the left hand; now they 
could not fail fouth and incline to the left hand 
without approaching the eaft j this therefore might 
be any point between the fouth and eaft. The fi¬ 
gure of the coaft runs exactly in this direction, and is 
a proof of the accuracy of the defcription. 

•• Nicholfon's Obferv. upon Eaft India Voyages. 

In 
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In this courfe they continued fome days before 
they reached Cattigara. Ptolemy juftly finds fault 
with the uncertainty of the expreftion ,fome days, and is 
at a lofs how many days to allow for fome-, but, as 
he had no better information, and as they arrived at 
Cattigara by obferving this fouth eaft courfe, it muft 
have flood fomewhere to the north weft of the 
mouth of the river Cambodia* 

Marcianus Heracleota alio exprefsly mentions that 
they which failed to Cattigara held the fame courfe. 
His words are, “ failing therefore out of the great 
bay, and the promontory Notium, as if to the 
“ fouth, and keeping the country of Sin® to the left 
“ and to the eaft j you meet with a bay pertaining 
“ to wild beafts, which reaches to the promontory 
u of Satyrs j that after this promontory follows the 
u greateft bay called the bay of Sin®, which extends 
** to the Terra Auftralis et Orientalis incognita, into 
“ which bay runs the river Cotiarin, and upon which 
“ river ftands Cattigara a fea-port of the Sin®: iJAi- 
“ evjt TKVtw fit]x -nv fAtyttv koXttov, xut n N or/ov atcgov, as 
" •ar/jos rtiv ittrviiA&i/Lctv, xctt tt(/<r)eyiv tijp t * top 
“ Ztvav yrjv, Koti rtjv enctJoXtiv enhxtjui xoXircf (htf/uStis 
“ xaXovfittoSi Sitjxav fiext/ tov ax^artif/ou nv xctXtvpievov 
** Lctjv^uv ax^ov. A 7ro Se ray au(>eu ruv Zutv^coi, ex$E%e M 
" zoX.yros fxeyi^o;, xaXovpms 'Livcov xoX7rcf. wu^kh fo tiros 
" ecfvarov yys, vj <rwaif]ti xeu tijs 

** awnXris alrarov ytjv. cctto h tov. Kojiotfou‘srojapov, txSi- 
“ x/ejact Karjiraegyc ogos (Jtev Stvuy.” 

For thefe reafons it is extremely probable that 
Cattigara flood fomewhere upon the north eaft 
coaft of the bay of Siam. A very intelligent mo¬ 
dern 
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dern Navigator* gives the following delcription of 
it: “ For 50 leagues from Liam point it is a barren 
“ fandy defert to Ponteamafs, by far the moft confi- 
“ derable port on the coaft, and a place of pretty good 
“ trade for many years, but a narrow river, which 
“ in the rainy feafons of the fouth weft Monfoons 
“ has communication with Banfac or Cambodia river, 
which made it draw foreign commerce from the 
“ city of Cambodia hither, for the city lieth near 
“ 100 miles up the river, and moft part of the way 
« a continual ftream, made the navigation fo trou- 
“ blefome as few cared to trade to it, for which rea- 
«* fon they came to Ponteamafs.” 

As this therefore is by far the moft confiderable 
port on the coaft, we may reafonably fuppofe it to 
be the fame with the antient Cattigara. The fol¬ 
lowing arguments will ferve to confirm the validity 
of this luppofition. 

The diftance between Ponteamafs and the bottom 
of the bay, where they began failing for fome days 
fouth, may very well agree with the 4 degrees Pto¬ 
lemy allows for it. It may be remembered that 
he had fuppofed the 17 degrees beyond Malacca, 
were fituated to the eaft of itj this fuppofition 
which has before been found to be erroneous, Pto¬ 
lemy feems now to reafon from as a fadt, in order 
to fupport his former hypothefis, notwithftanding his 
declaration that he thought it ridiculous to imagine, 
as others had, that mots yptyis Ihould fignify many 
days. We have already feen that his firft error con- 
fifted in imagining that Cattigara lay 17 degrees eaft 

• Hamilton’s Account of the Eaft Indies, vol. ii. 

of 
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of cape Romana, whereas it was nearly to the weft 
of it. The fecond error was in protrading the eaft 
fide of the bay of Siam i S degrees farther than the 
land at prefent exifts. And it will immediately ap¬ 
pear in what manner this happened. 

The boundaries of the Sinae to the weft, is in his 
17 3 degree of longitude, and the mod fouthern end 
of that parallel, in the 17th of north latitude f . Cat- 
tigara in the 177th and 8th of fouth latitude e. This 
difference was the whole maritime extent of the 
country. In his defcription of the weft fide of the 
bay, he had confirmed j 3 degrees of longitude, that is 
from cape Romana to the bottom where the land 
began to refledt fouth; and thefe are what he allow¬ 
ed for the 20 days failing already mentioned j there 
were only 4 degrees remaining between the bottom 
of the bay and Cattigara; but, as that would not at 
all agree with the accounts he had received of its 
being a great bay, when one fide was fo much fhort- 
cr than the other, he might think his firft explana¬ 
tion of the word fome , erroneous j more efpecially as 
the other fignification that was given, which was to 
take it for many, even fo many, that they could not 
be numbered, would intirely coincide with his firft 

f Lib. vii. cap. 2. 

8 Lib. vii. cap. 3. It has been a prevailing opinion that Aga- 
themerus made thefe tables we have annexed to Ptolemy's geo¬ 
graphy, but this appears only to have been done in confequence 
of the longitudes and latitudes Ptolemy had fettled. For when 
we fee him fall into fo great an error in his firft book, which 
none doubts to be his own, the adding thefe fuppofititious 17 de¬ 
grees to the longitude of the earth; why may we not with as 
much appearance of juftice lay this fecond fault to his charge, 
efpecially as we have no proofs to the contrary i 

Vol. LVII. Y Theory* 
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Theory. Accordingly he has put down 25 degrees 
of latitude for fome; but in fdch a manner that the 
fouth end of this imaginary line was not more than 
4 degrees eaft of the north end in the bottom of the 
bay of Siam j by which he has not only contradict¬ 
ed that very Alexander he himfelf quotes, who told 
him the land was to the north of the line ; but re¬ 
nounced his firft rational opinion, in thinking four 
degrees might be a fufficient allowance for nvotg. 

2d. The country beyond Ponteamafs exactly agrees 
with Ptolemy’s defcription of that beyond Cattigara, 
a marlhy country^ which produced reeds of fuch 
** a fize, that when they were joined and tied to- 
“ gether, they were enabled to pafs from one fide to 
“ the other, mi rot uvccjoMKujeyi Tavlwv, ufvu<gog en yy, 
“ Xipvag exovtrct iMvuSag, tv a Is mAuptoi (Atfu^.01 Qvovjcti, 
“ mi ovrog, tig re BXOftevoug avjav, miet&ctt rag 

“ hotTnyuuretg h .” Now the kingdom of Cambo¬ 
dia is annually overflowed with water during the 
fouth weft monfoons, the very feafon in which the 
fhips arrived there j fo rauft have exadtly anfwered 
thefe appearances and his defcription. 

“ Cambodia, or Camboxa, is annually overflowed 
by the river Menam, one of the largeft in India, 
** carrying fo much water that it floods and covers 
“ the fields, like the Nile in iEgypt} for fix months 
« it runs backwards. The reafon of it is the extent 
*« and plainnefs of the country it runs along, and the 
“ foUthern breezes which choak up the bar with 
“ fand V’ 


* Lib. i. c. 17. 

1 Argenfola, Hiftory of the Spice Wand's. 



[ i6 3 ] 

3d. No other country will correfpond with his 
delcription of the Sins *, <c they were bounded on the 
“ north by part of Serica k , on the eaft and fouth by 
€< an ^unknown land, on the weft by India, without 
u the Ganges, according to the parallel already men- 
c< tioned, and the great bay, and by the parts adja- 

cent of the bay inhabited by wild beafts, and a part 
<c of the bay of Sins inhabited by /Ethiopian fifh- 
C€ eaters : ol Xivou euro ftw agtclav rq> bktb- 

€< QeijLtevto [azqh tj \q airoh ctvctjoXtov kou ptcryifji&tyas 

<c uFvck)^a> yy m a7ro fivcrecog, ry VayFx lv$iuy 9 Kctjct, 

<c T9ju (iiMt/rfAtvyiv [MX£A tov ftsFaMu koXttov y&ftpyv, kou 
i( ccu]a> Tto ftelaAo) Ko\7T(a 9 kcu mg spefyg uvjca KU/utvotg, 
(( TM TB KCt\0VfABVto S-q{/CO§Bl) KCU t« tcov Zwcov, OV 

<c KOvcriv i%dvo<paFot A idioms 1 .” 

We have already fpoken of this unknown land to 
the eaft ; but the land was unknown to the fouth 
likewife, not only according to this defcription of 
Ptolemy, but by a paffage of Marcianus Heracleota, 
who lived after him, and had fuch other information as 

k Ptolemy has placed this nation too far eaft, as is evident 
from a paffage both in Dionyfius and Rufus Feftus Avienus. 
He has made an imaginary parallel interfe& the 180th degree of 
longitude, and run north to the 63d degree of latitude, and 
bound both thefe nations to the eaftj and it would be difficult to 
conje&ure the caufe of this miftake, had thefe not been the moft 
oriental nations he was acquainted with. This error appears to 
have bewildered all the moderns, who have attempted to afcertain 
the fituation of this country. But as we hope to be able to 
prove that the prefent kingdom of Cambodia was the Sina of 
Ptolemy; the country of the Seres, by that rule, would be part 
of Thibet, and north of it to the 63d degree of latitude. But 
their true fituation appears to have been in fome part of the pre¬ 
fent Buckaria, to the eaft and north eaft of Samarcand. 

1 Lib. vii. c. 3. 
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difcoveries produced during the interval from Pto¬ 
lemy’s death. He fays, “ we ought to conceive two 
** unknown lands, one extending to the eaft, which 
** the Sinae poflefs, and the other towards the foutb, 
** which ftretches through the whole Indian ocean, 
“ fo that both thefe unknown lands meeting, form 
** as it were a certain angle in the bay of the Sinae: 
“ io yct(> aFva^ov; vvovotiv ) ycic, ryv Tsnra^a ryv avct « 
“ toX nv ^ryjKOVirav, 17 nra^outiv ii^Ketfiev tovs vtai TJjy 

** •Erctgp t>jv petri;fiCg/av, ijris Siyicei zvapjc 'uracra.y rrjv Ii iSt- 
“ $wriv BaXairrc&v are crwuir]ourcis, iKuje^ts rug afta- 
“ roug yctq, KU$am§ Twct yuviuv avoleXav tov tuv 

Sivav koXttov m .” Now Cattigara flood upon a ri¬ 
ver which ran into this bay ; and as they had never 
failed fo far as the mouth of the river Menam, the 
accuracy of this defeription is very apparent. 

This country was bounded on the weft by India, 
without the Ganges; or, as he has faid elfewhere, by 
the 173d degree of longitude; extending north from 
the middle of the great bay to the country of the 
Seres, and the great bay, and parts adjacent of the 
bay of wild beafts, and part of the bay of the Sinae, 
inhabited by ^Ethiopian fiflh-eaters n . Thefe two 
bays were, by this defeription, evidently on the eaft 
fide of the great bay, and between Cattigara and the 
bottom, or between the prefent Ponteamafs and the 
mouth of the river Mecon. 

For the fame reafons therefore that the prefent 
Ponteamafs feems to have been the ancient Cattiga- 

“ M. Heracleot. p. 29. 

n Captain Hamilton fays that the rivers of this country abound 
with many kinds of fifh, which are a confiderable object of trade 
among the inhabitants. 


raj 
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ra j the modern city of Cambodia will be the anti- 
ent metropolis Sinarum. 

Ptolemy tell us, “ that Cattigara lay fouth weft 
“ of the metropolis : ij h awo vys (tsT^o 7 toXsug tuv Ztvav 

“ tTTl TOV OjjfACV, TM KarjlfoC^, STgOS ^VTftOUS XXU (AS' 

“ (ryi(A<o(/av. °” So does Ponteamafs from the city of 
Cambodia. 

He agrees with the author of the Periplus of the 
Red fea, “ that this metropolis was a Mediterranean 
“ city, although he fays it had no brazen walls, nor 
“ any thing worthy of notice : cvrs (tmot xa^xct retxv 
ft (petertv civjyv ex&v, evre aXXo ri ce]'io>,cfov p .” 

The author of the Periplus fays, “ that beyond 
“ the Ganges, upon the eaftern extremity of this 
“ country, under the very riling of the fun, there is 
“ an illand in the ocean, having moft excellent tor- 
“ toife Ihell, and all things that are to be found about 
“ the Red fea. And that after this country, imme- 
“ diately without it, in fome place where the fea 

ends, is fituated the greateft Mediterranean city, 
11 called Thina: kut etvjov $e tov nrojaftov vyceg e^iv axsccv- 
(e stag, tuv uvctjoXqv /as guv rijff oixovftevTig, t/sr 

“ ocvlov ctvsxovTct tov yM ov, kuXov/asv*i Xi v<Tv l * X^Xuvry sxcvira 
“ zrafluv tuv xctjoe. t>jv EgvO^ev T07ruv ag/qrjv. (is]co <5? rotv- 
“ TYjV Ttjv x u ?jp> vvr'av\ov ydij rnv fiogsav s^adsv sig Ztvuv rivet, 
“ T07TOV, wjroXyyovtrriq rtjg Sa,\ce<r<rtft, nrugctxujui tv av]$ 
f< Txro'Kiq (mrofsicg [Asfisr, XiFoptwi Oivx q .” 

This illand in the ocean, which flood upon the ex¬ 
tremity of this country, appears to be the prefent 

• Lib. i. c. ly. 

p L, vii. c. 3. 

’ Penpf M. E. p. 36. Geog. Veter. Script. Oxan. 
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ifland of Sumatra, which fronts both the moft fouth- 
ern and eaftern parts of Malacca. 

He has not in the leaft confounded this peninfula 
with the ifland, notwithflanding he calls them both 
by the name of Aurea; the firft was upon the extre¬ 
mity of die eafl: j the ifland alfo was upon the extre¬ 
mity of the eafl:, but it was likewife under the very 
riling of the fun. Had he not been acquainted with 
this diftindtion, he would not have ufed the word 
Xtatyv, but vyo-ov (fo it would have been), after this 
ifland, but we fee that he fays it was, after this coun¬ 
try, and immediately without it, in fome place where 
the fea ended, where this city was fituated. 

This exactly agrees with the bay of Siam j it lies 
after Malacca, for we mull pafs that peninfula before 
we can arrive at it j it is alfo immediately withoutit, 
and towards the north in fome place where the fea 
ends. The bottom of the bay of Siam is 13 degrees 
north of cape Romana, and there the fea may be 
faid, without much impropriety, to end} more efpe- 
cially as in that place was fituated this city, beyond 
which we have no accounts of any further invefti- 
gations made in bis days. 

This very concife but accurate narrative, at the 
fame time that it gives all the proof we can poflibly 
expedt that Sumatra was not at that time joined to 
the continent, fo likewife does it demonftrate this 
metropolis to have been fituated fome where in this 
bay} and although we might conjecture, with as 
great an appearance of probability from thefe circum- 
ftances alone, that it was Siam, rather than Cambo¬ 
dia ; yet from the collateral evidence already produ¬ 
ced, that they failed out of the bay before they arri¬ 
ved at its port, it is evident it lay fouth eafl: of Siam, 
I and 
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and the teftimony of Ptolemy and Marcianus Hera.- 
cleota, who afiert that the fame fouth eaft eourfe was 
held in order to reach Cattigara, being added* it ne- 
ccflarily follows, that that port was fituated to the 
weft of that cape which faces Puli Ubi r ; but as 
there is no city weft of that cape, on this particular 
part of the continent, except Cambodia, we may 
therefore reafonably fuppofe that city the antient me¬ 
tropolis SinaeA 

It may be observed that the ancient city of Thina 
and modern city of Cambodie not only agree in 
fituation, but alfo in the nature of their produce. 
Formerly <c they exported fine otton 1 andflo wered 

* See Plate IX. 

8 Voflius wondered how any one could doubt that the antient 
Sina was the fame with the modern Siam, without giving any 
reafons at all for his conjecture. “ Quisdubitare poflit, quin ilia 
<c fit eaipfa, quae nunc Siam appellatur?” VofT. Obf. ad P. Melam, 
p. 560. Lugd. B. 1748. Whether or not Cambodia had the 
fame name formerly with Siam, or was a province to it, is at 
this time iropoffible to determine; but it manifeftly appears, that 
this metropolis was neither the prefent city of Siam, nor fituated 
in any part of the country now known by that name; 

1 Ofkvw to (Tfipntou feems to have been rather a vegetable, than 
vermicular production ; for, although it may fignify any fpecies of 
web, it more properly denotes fuch as are made of cotton or lint; 
on that preemption, we have tranflated k Sowere dmuflins; for, as 
tbefe webs were made in the manner of thofe by a people who 
were called the Seres, it appears by the following lines that the 
figure of flowers were interwoven with theirs : 

-- edi/too ( 3 ap€ocpo 6 Zupcw, 

ElfAcfl<% sreAuJaiJaAa, ti{a,wtk 9 

E tfofAtvot avSeri ivoins* 

u gentes barbara Serum 
<c Veftes faciunr, varii artificii, pretiofas 
ct Similes c«>lore pratenfls floribus herbae.” 

Dionyf. Periegr ver. 752. 

“ muflins 
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“ mullins by land to the coaft of Malabar and Guga- 
“ ratr: a<p' %g tot& t(/cv, nett to oQoviov to crttf/Kcv, at rov 
** Bx^vFa^av diet Bentj^av zre£y pegelut, kou ets ryv A/jttu- 
“ (/mill txoXiv, diet too Fay lev urojoeftov". At prelent 
“ they have cotton manufactures of various forts, 
“ white and painted callicoes, mullins, buckrams, 
“ dimities, carpets, and filk tapeftry, with other cu- 
“ rious pieces, finer than any from the manufactories 

. . —~ “ & plurima millia Serum 
44 Illls nulla bourn, pecoris, nec pafcua curse, 
tc Veftibus utuntur texuftt quas floribus ipfi.” 

Perieg. Prifdan. 

Thefe goods muft have been more excellent than any which 
India, weft of that city, at that time produced, or otherwife they 
would never have gone fo far to feek them ; from which it may 
be fufpe&ed that this invention of fabricating fuch beautiful muf- 
lins was exported with thefe merchandifes, and is of much 
later date in Bengal than in this country to the eaft of it. Cam¬ 
bodia appears to have been called Rachmi by two Arabian tra¬ 
vellers, who went to China in the ninth century 5 and even at 
that time the fineft muflins in the world were manufactured by 
its inhabitants. In this fame country, fay the travellers, they 
make cotton garments in fo extraordinary a manner that no 
where elfe are the like to be feen 5 thefe garments were for the 
moft part round, and wove to that degree of frnenefs that they 
may be drawn through a ring of a middling fize. M. Renaudot, 
Tranllat. 1733. Lond. 

We have fuppofed that thofe kingdoms were the fame, becaufe 
Rachmi was contiguous to a kingdom feated upon a promon¬ 
tory, which appears to have been either the kingdom of Ava 
or Siam, to which the peninfula of Malacca was formerly a pro¬ 
vince j likewife there was but one kingdom between it and Chi¬ 
na, and north of it lay a country called Kafcbin, which, by their 
description, appears to have been the kingdom of Laos. This 
will ftill be more probable when we confider that no country 
immediately to the eaft or weft of it, viz. Pegu, Siam, or Cochin- 
China, are famed for thefe manufactories* 
u P. M. E. ubi fupra* 

“ in 
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** in Holland; befides, the inhabitants are the moft 
“ fubtle merchants in the eaft, and the country itfelf 
“ is fuperiour in fertility to moft of thofe which 
“ furround it 

We are told “ that this city was difficult of accefs, 
“ and that but a few people were acquainted with 
“ the courfe in this voyage, and that theie few feldom 
“ failed fbfar: as r*i v &iva tuvJijv ouk e<?iv eu%egei>s 

** eAdeiv. trvavtug yag cnr etvj*is fives ov 'araA hot eg%cv- 
“ rat V’ it may be imagined that the great diftance 
of this city, and the irregularity of the winds in the 
bay of Siam, which happens in all bays, was the oc- 
cafion of fubftituting thefe caravans in preference to 
the voyage j more efpecially as thefe two articles, 
which are mentioned to have been exported, were 
extremely light and portable, and could be ealily tranf- 
ported by land to thefe countries already mentioned, 
where they would be bought up* and difperfed over 
Europe by the merchants of iEgypt. 

But, notwithftanding we are ignorant of the time 
when the route of thefe caravans was eftablilhed, yet 
we have no reafon to prefume, as an ingenious gen¬ 
tleman has % that this had taken place in the time of 
any of the Ptolemies; when no author, before the 
emperor Trajan, has fo much as mentioned this na¬ 
tion. Indeed it is moft probable this country was dis¬ 
covered by fuch lhips as that great prince fent to In¬ 
dia, with a defign of acquiring what informat on they 
could receive; in order, by their intelligence, to be af- 

* Argenfol. 

y P. M. Eryth. 

1 Schmidt, Opufcul. p. 184. 
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fifted in the defigns he had upon that country, afte 
his conqueft of Arabia \ 

There are remains of the priftine grandeur of Cam- 
baia b j and its being famous in almoft the fame kind 
of produce is a ftrong indication of its obligations to 
the commerce of Cambodia. The marble ruins of 
an extenfive city have lately been difcovered c to the 
north weft of Cambodia, and to all appearance in the 
very route of thefe caravans y but on this occafion, 
as on many others, we are but too fenfibje of the de¬ 
ficiency of intelligence, and of the great havock of 
time, which has involved the tranfa&ions of this pe¬ 
riod in almoft impenetrable obfcurity. 

At the fame time, that the antients extended their 
knowledge upon the continent, they muft unavoida¬ 
bly have been acquainted with fuch of thefe iflands 
as were moft contiguous to it. Accordingly Pto¬ 
lemy d has given us, the names of feveral, in progrefli- 
on from the Ganges to Sumatra, which he has called, 
with two others he has joined to it, EaCet^aScu; this 
fuppolition will appear more probable, as thefe iflands 
are in the fame longitude with Malacca, and diredtly 
fouth of that peninfula. 

When they were upon that part of the coaft which 
faces Malacca, they appear to have proceeded along 
the remaining part of the north eaft fide of it, as far 
as Java, which he has named Jabadiu, IocCud'w *. 

a Trajan died in the x18th of the Chriltian era. 

b Hamilton. 

c Argenfol. 

d Ptol. G. 1 . vii. c. 2. 

c Jabadiou ftiould perhaps be rendered Javadiv, as in the Ma¬ 
layan language Dib or Dive fignifies an ifland, and Giava barley, 
which this ifland, according to Ptolemy, produced in great quan¬ 
tities. As Giava is derived from an old Perfian word of the 

And 
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And the inhabitants of this ifland were more civi¬ 
lized than fome of the neighbouring ones, who were 
all cannibals, “ for it had a fiver metropolis, and 
“ produced not only gold but plenty of barley: 6 <nj- 
“ [Aouvet x.£/0os vyirog. de Xvyfjcu Yj vtj<rcg sivai , 

“ XKi Bn -zs-Xeigov raoieiv. e%eiv de fier^oToXtv ovopct 

“ Ct^fvoov.” 

Next to it were the three iflands of Satyrs; “ they 
“ were called fo becaufe the men who inhabited 
“ them, were faid to have fuch tails as the Satyrs 
“ were ufually painted with ; Tayug { ti xotTBxovJeg, 
“ avgas Xefovlai, i7roictg dictl’yttpovo'i reeg rav <rctlu(>&iv.” 
Thefe were molt probably the Celebes g , Borneo, &c. 
“ for immediately after them were faid to be other 
“ ten iflands (called Manillas), which produced fuch 
“ large quantities of loadftone, as have been faid to 
“ attradt (hips afhore, which happened to be con- 
“ ftrudted with iron nails, for which reafon the in- 
“ habitants made ufe of wooden ones : (pe^ovjat de xut 
“ uXXct ctwbx^S detect, ev u)g (pettrt tu nd^evg 6%ov}ct yXovg 
“ 'srXotct x.XTBxecS'ui, xu}a Tijg r^xXaag XiOov srey. avjocg 
“ yevvuiAevris. xcu diet rcvjo tmu(>oig vauTr^FeicS'cti, xxjs- 
u x ew 76 KM ctvjag av^PU7ro(pafovs, xuXovuevovg Mum- 
“XugK” 

fame fignification, it would appear that both the name of the 
ifland and that of the grain were exported from that country. 
Hyde’s, Hiftor. Relig. Vet. Perf. &c, 

1 Ibidem. 

g The Celebes is infefted with numbers of mifehievous and 
dangerous great monkeys, which keep in bodies too hard for 
any wild beads to hurt them, and are only afraid of ferpents, 
which purfue them to the very tops of the trees, and devour 
them. Bowen’s Geogr. Did. v. ii. p. 378. 

h The Manillas are original names, and were called fo by the 
inhabitants before the Spaniards took poflefiion of them. Argen- 
fol, Hiftor. 

Z 2 
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Notwithftanding Ptolemy has mentioned the Phi¬ 
lippines ; yet we don’t imagine that any of the per- 
fons from whom he acquired his information had ever 
been there: but that they had heard of thefe places 
at Java (to which they might eafiiy have failed), 
either from the Javanefe themfelves, or from the in¬ 
habitants of the circumjacent iflands, who reforted 
to Java for the fame advantages of commerce which 
they themfelves came in purluit of 

However, although they mull almoft necefTarily 
have been acquainted with Sumatra, yet it is evident 
they had never failed quite round it; for, if they had, 
they would certainly not have mentioned Ceylon as 
the largeft ifland in the ocean fc . 

From hence it would appear that they only knew 
part of Sumatra and Java; and either conjedtured 
thefe were iflands, or depended upon fome informa¬ 
tions they might probably have received from the in¬ 
habitants of thefe places, relative to this particular. 

So that here we may venture to fix the limits of 
Ptolemy’s knowledge ; for, as thefe iflands at that 
time were but a late difcovery, they were very im- 
perfedlly known ; and unfortunately the geographers, 
who lived after him, were all fo prepoflefTed with his 
fuperior abilities, that they imagined his accuracy 
would bear no corredtion, and that he had exhaufl- 
ed the fubjedt. For no other author mentions any 
difcoveries to the eaft of thefe, taken notice of by him; 


1 The diftance between Malacca and Java was lefs than be¬ 
tween Malacca and Cattigara ; befides, the fouth weft monfoon 
was a fairer wind to the firft than the laft place, and of confe- 
quence this voyage mult have been much fhorter. 
k Agathem. 1 . ii. c. c. 8. 

and 


3 
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and Marcianus Heracleota had fuch an opinion of his 
great merit, as to call him by the name “ of the 
“ moft divine and moft wife Ptolemy; bk rag yiuTyt,- 
“ piag rov SeiOTaJou xui aopuTctlw TlToXB/Acttov.” 

By a retrofpedt on fuch authors as have been quo¬ 
ted, and fome others who wrote nearly at the fame 
time, according to the order in which they lived, this 
fubjedt will ftill appear in a clearer light. 

In the days of Strabo, who lived before the Chri- 
ftian aera, and is fuppofed 1 to have furvived it 28 
years, few people had failed fo far as the Ganges, 
“ (nrcLVioi fjLtv kxi 'Bri7r\BVK<x.ri rov Vayfov m and 

being intimately acquainted with Gallus, who was 
the third governor of iEgypt, he had undoubtedly 
the moft favourable opportunities of the moft authen¬ 
tic intelligence concerning naval affairs. 

Pomponius Mela is fuppofed to have writ before 
Pliny ", in the reign of Claudius, and 30 years after 
Strabo. In that interval, there appears to have been 
made fome farther difcoveries upon the continent 0 
to the eaft of the Ganges; but fo very imperfedt, 
that they either imagined that country was an ifland, 
or had confounded their defcriptions of it with thefe 
iflands, which they would neceffarily meet with in 
this voyage. For it is very certain, from Mela’s own 
words, that his knowledge of thefe places we are 
fpeaking of was extreamly obfcure, as all he has faid 


1 Voflius. 
m Strab. 1 . 15. 

n Voflius, Bayle’s Hift. Di£h 

• Strabo had probably the fame information; but, as it was fo 
extremely imperfeft, did not think proper to mention it in his 
geography of this country. 

4C 
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of them is, «« ad Tabim infula eft Chryfa, ad Gan- 
“ gem Argyra, altera aurea foil, altera argentea ; at- 
“ que ut maxime videtur, aut ex 're nomen, aut ex 
“ vocabulo fidta fabula eft.” 

The elder Pliny died in the 79th of the Chriftian 
aera, and was a cotemporary of Mela; and feems 
to have referred to the above paflage, in the follow¬ 
ing words: “ Extra oftium Indi Chryfe et Argyre, 
“ fertiles metallis, ut credo; nam quod aliqui tradi- 
“ dere, aureum argenteumque iis folum efle, haud 
“ facile crediderim K” 

Although the age in which Solinus lived is fo un¬ 
certain, yet it might be imagined that it was not 
very long after Pliny ; having copied from the other 
geographers which went before him, he has advan¬ 
ced nothing upon this point that had not been alrea¬ 
dy mentioned. His words are thefe: “ Extra Indi 
“ oftium infulae duae, Chryfe et Argyre, adeo foecundae 
“ copia metallorum, ut plerique eas aurea fola pro- 
“ diderint habere et argentea V 

Jofephus was 56 years of age, in the fourteenth year 
of Domitian’s reign, or 93d of the Chriftian aera r ; and 
appears to have had a little more knowledge of thefe 
places than any we have yet mentioned; for, fpeaking 
of Saphira, from whence king Solomon had his gold, 
he fays, that “ it was a country of India, and not an 
“ ifland ; and that it was now called by the name of 
“ Aurea, vuv h X^vtnjv yw Kc&Xovpivqv, ri jf I vSiKys 

f J. Harduin, Plin. p. 322. vol. I. Paris, 1723. 

4 C. J. Solin. c. Lll. Polyb. Hiftor. p. 700. 

r Jofeph. Oper. Ox. 1720. 
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Dionyfius is fuppofed to have lived after Domitian, 
and before Sever us *. He wrote a defcription of the 
world in Greek verfe, which it may be fuppofed he 
had finilhed before the reign of Trajan, or at leaft 
that he had not heard of the increafe of geographical 
knowledge which took place at that time, for he 
was as little acquainted with the country beyond the 
Ganges, as thole who are fuppofed to have been his 
predecefiors, and only mentions it as an illand remar¬ 
kable for the diftindtnefs with which the fun-riling 
was obferved. 


Xgureiijv rof vi jirev uyet vto/jos, evQct xou etvjou 
AfloAty xuOagoio (paetvejoa ytXioto. 

Dionyf. Perieg, p, 111. 

Ptolemy flourilhed under Adrian, and Antoninus j 
and made his laft aftronomical obfervation on a 
Wednefday, the 2d of February, in the year 141 r . 
He has taken notice of many places not mentioned 
any where elle, and is the firft who has called Ma¬ 
lacca a peninfula. Marinus indeed, whom he quotes 
as a late author, knew likewife that it was fo; which 
ftill more confirms the fuppofition, that this was 
found out in Trajan’s reign. 

Ptolemy’s works evidently Ihew, that his know¬ 
ledge was fuperior to that of all the other antient 
geographers 5 and his living in ASgypt gave him ma- 


r Dodwell, in Geog. vet. 

* Univerfal Hift, Vol. XV. p. %o6. 

ny 
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ny oportunities of a very early intelligence concern¬ 
ing any difcoveries made by navigation, which might 
be a long time before they were communicated to 
the other learned men of that extenfive empire. 
Accordingly we fee, that the author of the P. Maris 
Erythraei, who is fuppofed to have been his cotem¬ 
porary *, but lived a little later to the time of Mar¬ 
cus and Verus, was lefs acquainted with thefe late 
difcoveries. 

Agathemerus,who had read Ptolemy’s works, lived 
in the reign of Severus and Galienus u , in the be- 
gining of the third century, and mentions the coun¬ 
try of the Sinae as the raoft oriental he was acquaint¬ 
ed with. 

Marcianus Heracleota is the laft geographical au¬ 
thor it will be neceflary to mention. He is fuppofed 
to have lived fome little time before the building of 
Conftantinople, and even at that time this nation ap¬ 
pears to have been the raoft oriental j for, although 
he copied from fuch authors as wrote in the interval 
between Ptolemy and him, yet all the improvement 
that was made during that time was only a men- 
furation of this particular coaft, which Ptolemy him- 
felf tells us was not done in the days in which he 
lived *. 

From thefe circumftances it is apparent, that no 
mention was made of this country during the firffc 
century. Marinus, as we have feen, wrote before 
Ptolemy; Ptolemy was far advanced in years before 


* DodwelL 
u Dodvvell. 
x Ptol. c. 14. 

the 
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the middle of the zd century; and farther, as it may 
be fuppofed that Trajan fent thefe fhips to India 
at the time of his arrival in Arabia, which was in 
the 116th of the Chriftian era; this may very well 
agree, in point of Chronology, not only with thefe 
authors, but alfo with our former fuppofition, that 
this country was found out in his reign. But as he 
fcarce furvived the expedition two years, fuch perfons 
as were employed in this voyage, finding on their re¬ 
turn that he was dead, might be difcouraged from 
purfuing any difcoveries they had made: efpecially as 
the voyage was attended with fo much hazard and 
difficulty, and as the views upon which they had 
undertaken it were in all probability fruftrated by the 
acceffion of a new emperor. 

Admitting therefore, that this was their firft at¬ 
tempt, may not the extent of their difcovery be 
looked upon as very confiderable; and will it not 
in feme meafure account for their not having pro¬ 
ceeded any farther than the eaft fide of the bay of 
Siam ? 

Upon the whole, as nothing was exported from 
this kingdom of the Sinae but what the city of Cam¬ 
bodia excelled in; and as the ancient and modem 
filiations of thefe cities appear to be reciprocal; above 
all, as we have the teftimony of the Periplus Maris 
Erythraei, that it lay fomewhere in the bay of Siam, 
and the exprds declaration of two others, that it was 
iituated on the eaft fide of the bay; joined to the 
unanimous confent of all the geographers, that the 
country to the eaft and fouth was unknown, it may 
reafonably be inferred, that their ultima were upon 
Vol.LVH. A a {his 
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this coaft} and the metropolis Sina or Thina the 
fame as the modern city of Cambodia r. 

Greek-Street, Soho. 

Feb. i. 1767. 

y ©n/a by the author of the Periplus Maris Erythraei, p. 36. 
Xiirw iAsrpo7ro\ts and 0bimi by Ptolemy, lib. i. c. 17. 0nvxi by 
Marcianus Heracleota, p. 14. 0 m acervus, cumulus, collis, &c. 
it might receive this name' becaufe it ftands upon amount, ac¬ 
cording to Mandefloe, vol. I. p. 331. to fecure it From inun¬ 
dations. None of all thefe ancient writers of geography have 
ever called this country 0 wuu but Agathamerus, lib. ii. c. 7. 
and it would appear he did jt by miftake $ for its proper name 
was certainly Metropolis and ©1 voc was only an accidental 

one, which it afterwards received to exprefs more figuratively its 
fituation. 
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